
President’s Report 

Thank you to everyone today for attending the 2018 AGM. Your input and interest is very important 

to this association and club so you all being here is appreciated. I will be spending some time in my 

report recapping the last 12 months, acknowledging some of our achievements, recognising some of 

our key people and perhaps touch upon some of our future. 

This year has been very positive in many ways having had the opportunity to build on our capacity 

and revenue opportunities here at the MARC.  

We are focused on growth, development and good governance throughout the association and with 

that in mind we are developing and implementing policies and procedures for us all to live by. A big 

thank you to Francine for all her efforts in this sphere. 

There have also been some challenges in the last year, particularly in the last 6 months where the 

mettle of some of our members, our volunteers and Board members and the office staff have been 

significantly tested. I am very pleased that we have come out of these situations a little battle 

scarred perhaps, but certainly not mortally wounded. I am very proud of the resilience shown 

throughout these ordeals and feel we are going to be a stronger club as a result. 

 

Domestic 

We have again seen enormous growth in the domestic basketball with over 2000 participants 

registered. This has meant additional pressure on finding limited court space and of course referees, 

but thanks to the leadership of Claire and the huge support of Francine and Angela together with 

stadium managers and ref supervisors like Marie, Lynn, Jennene and Clare the seasons seem to roll 

out smoothly and successfully. 

This year, we even welcome a new club into the MBA with the addition of Dudley Park. It is fantastic 

to see the additional colour and growing community at domestic. 

It would be remiss to not mention the following outstanding contributions in addition to Claire 

• Francine for your huge extra effort and stepping well beyond expectations to pull everything 

together. 

• The  Domestic Committee and club Presidents for  

o Comet Bay 

o FIAS  

o Fury 

o MBC 

o MCC 

o Peel Predators 

o Raptors formerly YBC and now  

o Dudley Park 

• Marie, Lynn, Clare and Jennene 

• Tony and the referee supervisors Casey, Jim, Pixie, Irene and Rod 

• All the referees 

• All the coaches and team managers 

• All the players 



This year we have a staggering 339 (an increase in teams registered which constitutes a 10% growth) 

and we resurrected the winter competition this year with about 100 teams. We would love to see 

some growth in this area, but understand it is a challenge with the competing winter sports. 

We are focus on the development of referees and coaches offering programs where possible. 

This year we tried to link up the pathways by naming the first home SBL game as the Domestic round 

and allowing free entry to players in their club uniforms. 

 

WABL 

We tastes some success in the WABL group this year, both on and off the court with revenue 

increased from previous years. 

We had 19 teams represent the Magic this year ranging from under 12s to division 1 (d-league). 

The Under 12 division 2 boys came home with the championship and we had 7 players achieve all 

star status. 

A huge thank you to Mel Klasztorny for her leadership in this portfolio and also a massive thank you 

to Bonnie Lofgren, Callie Djukic and Kylie Hewitt who stepped up and ran the show so well while Mel 

went travelling. I know she has marvelled at your efforts and it is certainly acknowledged across the 

basketball community at large. 

 

SBL 

SBL was again a massive success for the MBA in comparison to years gone by.  

Randy, Paddy, Craig, Angela and the girls, what a stunning year! Playing off in a second consecutive 

grand final is huge, particularly when faced with the injury toll we had during the season. A 

monumental effort. To Randy, thank you for your enormous contribution to our club over the recent 

years along with Paddy. We all hope to see to see you around the club into the future. 

Aaron, Matt, Bowie and Spitty, the results weren’t perhaps there last season but there were great 

signs and we got some minutes and big development into some local talent. We scored over 100 a 

few times against some good opposition as well as winning in Geraldton and I reckon the future is 

bright. 

Thank you to Holly and the Score and Stats bench gang, Raquel for her stadium management as well 

as Neill and the set up / pack down gang for all your vital input. The place simply would not rum 

without you all. 

For those who need to hydrate at the SBL games, thank you Charlie for presiding over the bar and 

Nikki and the gang in the canteen for fuelling the crowd. 

Francine’s behind the scenes work (sponsorship, catering, organising etc etc )  is also something we 

could not have delivered the season without so thank you Francine and thanks to Claire Mully and 

Sarah for running the Frisbees around and manning the door. 



Harrison, you were an amazing announcer, but also, a decent ball player too and as such, when you 

earned a contract, we were blessed to have James Waldeck step up and take the mic – thanks James 

for your great mix of music and brilliant commentary. 

 

Volunteers 

I am of the strong opinion that under the leadership of Sarah Hull, the volunteer’s portfolio has 

never looked better organised or indeed stocked with people. Volunteers are the lynch pin of this 

organisation and without them we would be nowhere. This volunteer base goes from the floor 

wipers at the SBL games to the Board and everyone in between, like coaches, managers, set up and 

pack down crews, videographers, bar and canteen people, and committee members at each and 

every level of competition. Thank you to everyone that has put their hands up this year and we hope 

that we can sufficiently acknowledge your efforts and we will see you coming back again. 

Sarah has brought real professionalism to this portfolio and is appropriately tracking those who 

volunteer to ensure we have the best and most qualified team we can. She has developed initiatives 

to ensure these volunteers are appropriately qualified, but also appropriately acknowledged and 

protected by the association. Thank you Sarah for an incredible games shifting two years 

Development  

One of our key strategic goals, under the leadership of Craig Watts, we have delivered in 

development in the last 12 months. We have extended our reach out into neighbouring associations 

like Pinjarra and Waroona. This may change somewhat in upcoming years due to recent dramatic 

changes in funding arrangements seeing the state government preferring to redirect funds to BWA 

instead of MBA, but nonetheless, the development of every level of the association, from referees, 

coaches and domestic players, to elite players, remains a focus of the MBA. 

Thank you Craig for your amazing job in this area over the last two years and thank you to all of 

those recruited to help run the programs. Also thank you to those who make the choice to improve 

themselves and participate in the programmes we offer. Coaches getting accredited, referees 

ascending to higher qualifications and players wanting to advance. The appetite improve needs to be 

there for viable programmes to run.   

A snapshot of what Development has delivered this year includes: 

• 18 school clinics 

• 2 clinics for intellectually disabled people 

• 2 sponsor kids sessions 

• 3 holiday programs with over 230 people attending 

• EFA with 35 participants3 Aussie Hoops sessions with almost 100 participants 

• Coach accreditation course 

• Referee accreditation 

Finance 

Thank you to Tracey Richter, Tracey Joyce, Nat and Milo for all their work in the finance area – I will 

leave it to Tracey to report on the financial side of things. We have come a long way from where we 

have been in recent times and are now able to look at using money to deliver back to our members. 



We have purchased a couple of rebounding machines which will arrive soon and be available for 

members and we have undertaken some building work to improve our storage. In addition, we have 

purchased a set of clash uniforms to be used in domestic and for country champs teams. 

To Retic, thank you for stepping into this role as the Finance Director, it is a big job and your 

diligence and eye for detail is greatly appreciated. We are on the lookout for someone to fill this 

position so if you know of anyone, let me know. 

 

 

Office 

Our Operations Manager Francine has been a powerhouse working in the office and regularly 

extends herself well beyond her required hours to ensure the job gets done. Francine, you input is 

immense and together with Angela the office has run smoothly and efficiently. 

 

Departing 

To the departing Board members Callie, Retic, Craig and Lisa, thank you for being a great part of the 

Board and sparing time from your busy lives to fulfil this rewarding, yet demanding role. 

Craig, all the best for your 2019 season with the WSBL team and here is hoping this time next AGM 

we are reflecting on our first championship. 

To Lisa, here’s to your greyhounds bringing home many trophies, your business booming and kids 

sporting lives. Let’s hope you can still find the time to visit Bali occasionally. See you at the bar with 

your cheering boots on. 

Callie, your vision and yearning for improvement in our association is unyielding and I believe we 

have advanced as a board over the last 12 months because of it. Your minute taking and organising 

skills are superb, but more than that, you are always an ear to bend and have sage advice. Thank you  

Retic, it can’t be said enough the positive impact you’ve had here for an extended period of time. 

Your eye for detail, diligence and willingness to play the devil’s advocate is extremely valuable and 

will be terribly missed.  

Thank you 

In closing, my time as President has been great and exciting. If this turns out to be my final address 

as President, I would like to say a personal thank you to the following people 

• Michelle, Rachael and Melanie, for allowing me the time away from home 

• Taylor, Tracey, Claire, Craig, Lisa, Sarah, Callie and Mel for your tireless work delivering on 

the deliverables. 

• My employer, the City of Mandurah, for allowing me some flexibility and liberty with the 

odd e-mail and phone call. 

• Thanks to Francine and Angela for your massive contributions and for extending yourselves 

regularly to make sure ether jobs get done. 

• The membership for continuing to support local and regional basketball in Mandurah and for 

helping make us one of the most participated sports in the region. 


